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Call to free young people from nursing homes 

The efforts of Shadow South West Minister John Castrilli to establish an accommodation facility for young people in the region who require high-level care has moved one-step closer.

However to bring the project to fruition Mr Castrilli is now calling on families from around the region that would benefit from such a facility to come forward.  

Following meetings with accommodation providers and government agencies in Perth, Mr Castrilli was recently advised that two service providers would consider moving to Bunbury if they could identify a need.

Those service providers require that between five and seven residents must be secured.

“I know several young people who are in desperate need of this crucial facility but I need to know how many more people are out there waiting,” Mr Castrilli said.

“We need to hear from families in all towns in the South West from Collie down to Manjimup and across to Margaret River – anyone who may need this facility should come forward.

“Sadly many families are facing a daily struggle to care for their loved ones at home while others are left with no choice but to put them in aged nursing homes.

“Many of these families are struggling in silence but now I must urge them to all come forward because these young patients shouldn’t be forced to wait for freedom any longer.

“Aged-care homes do not have the therapies, facilities or stimulating environment needed for young people’s rehabilitation.

“Establishing an accommodation facility which caters to young people in the South West is a necessity not a privilege. 

“However for a facility of this sort to be built we must determine the accurate level of need to secure government funding and a service provider.”

If successful the facility would cater to people under 55 with an acquired brain injury or degenerative conditions which require a high level of care. Families interested should contact Mr Castrilli’s office by calling 08 9791 3636.

Note: The March, 2007 signing of the COAG agreement between the State and Federal governments will make funding this facility easier once the accurate level of need is determined.









