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Track record on train safety disgraceful

As the Australind train celebrates its 20th birthday on November 5 it will not be a celebration but rather a commiseration for commuters who have watched it become both unreliable and unsafe.

Following news of brake failure this week, which has put the train out of service since Saturday, Bunbury MLA John Castrilli called for an urgent replacement of the ageing and dangerous stock.

“Enough is enough, I have raised this issue with the State Government time and time again but we cannot wait any longer for a safe and reliable service,” Mr Castrilli said.

“It is ironic that this time last year more than 8600 people signed a petition to stop the service from being halved yet since then this united voice has been ignored and the train’s future has been put on the backburner.

“I assume the Minister Alannah MacTiernan has been too busy preparing for the almighty Perth the Mandurah rail line opening and has forgotten about the needs of people living in regional WA.

Mr Castrilli said adequate maintenance on the train stock had not been done in the past 12 months and that last month warning lights on the front of the train which flash at crossings has failed. 

“This time last year after the State Government withdrew its ill-conceived plan to halve the Australind service more than 8600 people signed a petition to not only keep the service but maintained and upgraded.

“People in the South West won the right to keep the two return journeys but when I tabled the petition which asked to also upgrade the stock this was blatantly disregarded and we are now feeling the consequences.”

“The State Government’s spending on the train is ridiculous with hundreds of thousands spent on cosmetics such as new carpets and curtains while basic maintenance, required for the train’s reliability, has been ignored.”

Mr Castrilli said many people had been inconvenienced by the recent breakdown including a cancer patient who relies on the service to travel to Perth for chemotherapy.










