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Housing crisis heats up to leave people out in the cold

As young people grapple with the thought of buying a first home in today’s pricey market – many pensioners and low-income earners are finding renting is now becoming out-of-reach

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli said housing affordability was having significant impact on pensioners and low-income earners renting in the South West.

Soaring rental costs, coupled with the extensive Homewest wait list, mean many renters are now facing the real threat of homelessness.

“For too many years the State Government has worn blinkers on the topic of housing affordability and as a result many people are now forced to bear this heavy burden,” Mr Castrilli said.

For Bunbury pensioner Ken England and several of his neighbours in a block of Withers units – rental costs are soaring above 50 per cent of their pensions and they now fear they may become homeless.

“It is sad that these pensioners, who have paid taxes all their lives, now face the threat of homelessness - all because the State Government failed to heed the warnings of industry groups, its own advisory groups and the opposition.

“In the past six months the State Government has announced a few measures to address housing affordability but those so-called remedies are little more than band-aids on a gaping wound.

“The government must firstly be held accountable for this housing crisis and then major changes must immediately be made to WA’s bureaucratic land release and residential planning systems.”










