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Land idle despite housing affordability crisis 

As South West residents struggle to make ends meet because of the soaring housing affordability crisis – the State Government is wasting prime opportunities which would ease the burden.

As the region gets set to discuss housing affordability at a Property Council of WA luncheon on Friday – Mr Castrilli says slashing red-tape laden approval procedures is vital if the State Government is serious about addressing this issue.

“The State Government claims it’s doing all it can to fix this affordability crisis yet it has wasted prime opportunities which would have eased the crippling situation here in Bunbury,” Mr Castrilli said.

“In the past six months the State Government has introduced several band-aid measures to increase housing affordability but these measures are clearly not working.

“What’s needed is a significant release of State Government-owned land to developers which are willing to create integrated and affordable housing options.”

Mr Castrilli said one of the wasted opportunities was a 23.8ha integrated housing proposal presented by a developer in 2003 for a block of State Government-owned land on Washington Ave.  However after two years of costly negotiations and planning, the land was withdrawn from sale in 2005 after it had reached the final negotiation stage.

At that time the State Government committed to ensuring the land would contribute to the medium-term development of Bunbury.

“However four years after that valuable proposal was made – a big parcel of land sits idle while pensioners, first homebuyers and low-to-medium income earners struggle to make ends meet,” Mr Castrilli said.
“I question the basis of the decision to withdraw that parcel of land from sale - I do hope the decision was not a financial one to boost State Government coffers.”










