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Hospital staff shortage exposed 

Fresh figures show Bunbury Regional Hospital is critically understaffed which has prompted concern by South West Minister John Castrilli that lives could be at risk.

Mr Castrilli said the figures, released yesterday in response to Questions on Notice by Shadow Health Minister Kim Hames, proved the Carpenter Government had failed to adequately service public hospitals throughout WA.

“As of June 1, there were 103 vacancies for nurses in regional public hospitals,” Mr Castrilli said.

“However most worrying for us here in the South West is that the Bunbury and Busselton Emergency Departments are eight doctors short.

“Bunbury had 10 full-time equivalent nurse vacancies and Busselton also had 10.

“When I hear of staff shortages at other government-run agencies I worry but when I hear our Emergency Department is so critically short - I fear the worst - that lives could be the consequence.

“On top of the impact on patients this shortage is placing additional and avoidable pressure on remaining staff and driving even more to exit the system.” 










