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Prison danger on our doorstep

Soaring prisoner population and under-resourced system puts community at risk
The Carpenter Government’s Corrective Services Minister has admitted potentially fatal flaws in the prison system that is putting the South West community in grave danger.

In response to questions formally asked by Shadow South West Minister John Castrilli – the Minister confirmed that Bunbury Regional Prison does house maximum security prisoners despite only being designed and resourced for minimum and medium security prisoners.

It was also revealed that the prison has been exceeding its capacity and is understaffed. 

“On top of these disturbing inadequacies – the Minister has revealed that more than a quarter of Bunbury’s prisoner population are sex offenders with 55 sentenced sex offenders and six unsentenced,” Mr Castrilli said.

“I am appalled that this number of sex offenders and dangerous, maximum security prisoners are being placed in Bunbury – a medium-security prison that has had two escapes in the past four months.

“Bunbury Regional Prison is not designed or resourced to deal with the volume of prisoners it is currently housing and, most worrying, is the dangerous category of prisoners it is housing.

“Has the Minister learnt nothing from the disgraceful record of former Minister Michelle Roberts and the devastating siege in March, 2005 where a female education worker was attacked in a six-hour ordeal at the Bunbury prison.”

Some of the Minister’s answers to the Questions on Notice submitted by Mr Castrilli included:

· As of June 26, 2007 Bunbury Regional Prison housed four maximum security prisoners.

· Bunbury Regional Prison had exceeded its population capacity in the past 12 months.

· The staffing complement at Bunbury Regional Hospital is below full strength.

· As of May 31, 2007 55 sentenced sex offenders were housed at Bunbury Regional Prison along with six unsentenced sex offenders.

“The simple fact is the soaring prison population in WA has not been planned for and that is forcing dangerous, maximum-security prisoners into Bunbury’s understaffed and under-resourced prison.

“As a result of this failure of the system - the safety of South West community has been forfeited.” 










