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Parent power reigns supreme

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli celebrates after extensive push for vital school funds

After extensive lobbying efforts, Bunbury MLA John Castrilli is today celebrating the funding announcement that will complete a crucial upgrade of Newton Moore Senior High School.

Mr Castrilli has joined the Newton Moore Senior High School community in claiming a victory for the people and, in particular, the parents.

The back down by Education Minister Mark McGowan follows the tabling of a 1972-signature petition in State Parliament by Mr Castrilli last week. 

“It was amazing to see so many proactive parents come out in force to fight against the Carpenter Government’s neglect of this decaying school,” Mr Castrilli said.

“It was unfortunate that the parents had to take such drastic steps to secure what should be a basic right for their children but I’m glad it finally forced the Minister to open his eyes to see the vital need for this upgrade.

“The Minister flatly rejected my requests in Parliament for the necessary funds despite the dire condition of the school - it wasn’t until the parents joined me in making a big and public fuss that the Minister backed down.

“This is a victory for parent power and I was pleased to be a part of this sustained campaign which finally made the Minister sit up and take notice.”

