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Elective surgery chaos puts lives on hold
Elective surgery patients are living in excruciating pain and relying on disability pensions because WA’s health system is on the verge of collapse.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has spoken to several South West residents whose family lives, careers and happiness have been put on hold because the Carpenter Government has failed to live up to its election promise to fix WA’s health system.

The chaotic system has heavily burdened Bunbury’s Arran Kemp – a category 2 spinal patient whose operation has been cancelled three times this month.

Arran has been forced to live on a disability pension for nine months and his wife is due to give birth to their second child any day, a factor which made the mismanagement of his case particularly distressing.

“I place the blame for this case squarely at the feet of the Health Minister Jim McGinty,” Mr Castrilli said.

“Not only has Arran been crippled by his condition but also by the health system – it is teetering on the verge of collapse yet the Health Minister refuses to admit there is a problem.

“The Minister’s mismanagement of the health system has forced thousands of lives to be put on hold.

“Instead of facing up to this serious crisis - the Minister is exhausting himself with tricky ways to fudge the wait list figures.

“The Carpenter Government’s lengthy neglect of the hospital system is clear in the statistics but the real impact shows on the faces of these patients who are suffering extreme pain and anguish.”

The REAL facts:

· Central Waitlist Bureau figures show that 53 per cent of category 2 patients are waiting longer than the recommended time of three months for their surgery.
· Health Department statistics show that there were fewer surgeries performed from July 2006 to September 2007 compared to the same period over the previous two years.

· In July 2006 to July 2007, 35,479 surgeries were carried out in this period compared to 36,940 from July 2005 to July, 2006.

· More than 41,000 people have been removed from the waiting list without having surgery since 2001.

· A recent performance assessment compiled by the Health Department revealed that it had failed to clear the list of people waiting 500 days or more for surgery by its own deadline of December last year.
