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Castrilli welcomes vital health service in Bunbury

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has welcomed the long-awaited arrival of a vital piece of health equipment that will prevent kidney stone patients from having to travel to Perth for treatment.

Mr Castrilli stressed the need for an ureterorenoscope to operate in Bunbury through a grievance in Parliament in June last year.
“I am glad this vital piece of equipment will finally be available to service the people of the region who are in desperate need of it,” Mr Castrilli said.

“I had heard worrying cases from several South West patients whose health had been put in jeopardy because this service was not available in Bunbury.

“The disparity between health services in Perth and regional WA has been a primary concern of mine since entering politics so it is extremely rewarding when that divide is condensed.

“We still have a long way to go to bring our health services up to an adequate level but this decision shows the power patients boast when they stand up and demand what they deserve.”


In his grievance Mr Castrilli highlighted that about 30 South West residents had been referred to Perth for kidney stone treatments in the three months prior. These referrals came despite the fact two urologists were employed at the hospital that were capable of handling the procedure if they had the equipment available.

These patients were waiting up to four weeks to be assessed in Perth because urological services were stretched to the limit. The wait meant most patients had to travel to Perth many times during the assessment and treatment process which added to their pain and anguish. 

One patient Mr Castrilli referred to in Parliament had only one kidney and had been waiting for treatment in Perth for more than three months.

“Having the service available in Bunbury will greatly improve the quality of life for people with this painful condition and stop the gambling on these patients’ health.”










