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South West fish stocks to be pillaged in lure for city voters 

Newly announced fishing regulations would cripple the region’s multi-million dollar fishing industry and result in overfishing of South West waters as commercial fishers are pushed out of the metropolitan zone.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has labelled the November 1 changes and several of the Fishing Management Package proposals as vote-grabbing, city-centric policy.   

“No one wins under these illogical changes - the $1.2 billion industry, recreational fishermen in the South West and consumers will all suffer significantly,” Mr Castrilli said.

“The decision to ban commercial fishing in the metropolitan zone from Lancelin to Binningup will render several commercial fishermen bankrupt and make South West waters less fruitful for recreational boat fishermen.

“Recreational boat fishermen in the South West will suffer when the metro zone is closed because more commercial boats will be forced south where stocks will soon become seriously depleted.

“One important sector left out of the discussions is the consumer and when 80 per cent of fish is bought it’s important our commercial fishermen are given the opportunity to provide to this huge market.  I fear sub-standard imported fish will replace our access to fresh WA produce.”

Mr Castrilli was also opposed to the proposal to implement a $25 for all recreational fishermen because it would unfairly impact on the average beach and jetty fisherman.

“It would be wiser to regulate the recreational boat fishermen rather than targeting the kids and adults who fish off their local jetty every now and then,” he said.

“It is unreasonable to impose a fee on these fishermen when these iconic species of fish requiring protection live in deeper waters and can only be caught from a boat.

“With a 30 per cent rise in boat ownership in the past 15 years and an increased use of GPS and sounding systems – I am sure this growing sector of sophisticated recreational fishermen wouldn’t mind paying a small fee and contributing to better monitoring of these endangered species.

“A less severe restraint on the industry, introducing an annual bag limit for recreational boat fishermen and further investigation into a ban for both sectors during these spawning periods are more equitable options. 

“If both sectors work together to ensure the future of this fishery I believe a fair result can be achieved.”

