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Minister gambles on equine industry

Shadow South West Minister John Castrilli has condemned a decision by Agriculture Minister Kim Chance to lift the ban on interstate horse movements into WA.

He believes the South West’s vibrant equine industry has been put in jeopardy because the decision significantly boosts the likelihood of an equine influenza outbreak in WA. 

“This decision could spell disaster for all sectors of the South West’s prosperous equine industry,” Mr Castrilli said.

“The Minister has taken a gamble on this issue and if he loses this one, the consequence for this industry would be devastating.

“I have been speaking to horse trainers and stakeholders since this ill-fated decision was made and they are outraged that their livelihoods are being put at risk.

“I am dismayed that the Minister has been so ignorant by not consulting with the industry before taking such a risky step. 

“In this case a bit of short-term pain is necessary to avoid disaster. 

“I urge the Minister to hold an emergency meeting with the people whose livelihoods rely on this industry, hear their rational concerns and reconsider this dangerous decision.”










