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Will it take a tragedy before prison flaws are fixed?

More prisoner escapes result after warnings ignored
South West residents have been put in danger yet again because Corrective Services Minister Margaret Quirk failed to heed the warnings of potentially fatal flaws in the prison system. 

This renewed criticism follows news that two minimum-security prisoners have walked out of Bunbury Regional Prison, yet again making a mockery of WA’s prison system.

“Despite constant warnings, the Minister has failed to fix serious flaws in the system which is continually resulting in escapes from Bunbury Regional Prison. This failure has put the community in grave danger time and time again,” Mr Castrilli said.

“The Minister is letting prison protocols lapse while she dangles the looming upgrade of the prison like a carrot in front of the community’s nose.

“It must be frustrating for Police to hear of prisoners simply walking out after working so hard to get these untrustworthy criminals into detention in the first place.”

The latest escapes follow a revelation by Mr Castrilli in August that Bunbury Regional Prison had exceeded its population capacity, operated understaffed and housed maximum-security prisoners over the past year. 

“These continual escapes are blatant indicators that Bunbury Regional Prison is not designed or resourced to deal with the volume of prisoners it has been forced to accommodate and, most worrying, is the dangerous category of prisoners it is housing,” Mr Castrilli said.

The Department for Corrective Services slow release of information concerning these latest escapes also concerned Mr Castrilli.

“The Minister issued a press release in April praising a new website which provides escapees’ details to assist in early detection and apprehension, however today these latest escapees had not been listed,” Mr Castrilli said.

“I suspect the reason for withholding this vital information from this website was a public relations decision rather than a community safety one.”

