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South West cancer patients to get vital service

Castrilli welcomes go-ahead for long-awaited radiotherapy facility

Cancer patients from the region look set to get a long-awaited radiotherapy facility in Bunbury which will take away the added burden of travelling to Perth for treatment during this devastating time.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has welcomed the progress after pushing the State and Federal governments to get their acts together on this project since the State Government first announced it in 2004.

“While it’s been a long time coming, this progress means an estimated 400 cancer patients will soon have access to a life-saving treatment surrounded by a familiar environment, family and friends,” Mr Castrilli said.

“For these cancer patients and their families who have been enduring constant travel to Perth for treatment, this facility cannot come quick enough.”

While welcoming the good news of a $6 million commitment from the Federal Government, Mr Castrilli urged both governments to start working together on such health projects to prevent more delays for such important projects.

In October last year, after State Health Minister Jim McGinty blamed his failure to deliver the election promise on Commonwealth funding issues, Mr Castrilli discovered that the State Government had in fact not approached the Federal Government for support.

“When it comes to the health portfolio especially, both governments need to put politics aside and work cohesively to make these incredibly important projects happen in a timely manner,” Mr Castrilli said.

“It really disturbs me when politics becomes the main game and patients rights to life-saving services are forfeited.” 

