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Homeless epidemic looms as public housing stocks disappear

Fresh figures released in response to questions by Bunbury MLA John Castrilli show that public housing stocks have decreased rather than increased since 2001, prompting fears that a homeless epidemic is just around the corner.

The Homeswest waiting list for the South West is growing rapidly as a result of the housing affordability crisis, however housing stocks are disappearing. On top of that a portion of what remains of the precious stocks are lying vacant for extensive periods.

“In the past five years 66 Homeswest houses in Bunbury have disappeared from the public housing stock list and some of what remains is being left vacant awaiting to be sold,” Mr Castrilli said.

“In the past seven years housing stocks in Bunbury have diminished which seems criminal when you consider just how many people are facing the very real threat of homelessness.

“In Bunbury we have 42 vacant Homeswest houses and these are lying vacant for more than 21 months in many cases.

“As the economic boom widens the gap between the rich ad the poor, I am disgusted that this State Government neglecting those who are most vulnerable financially.

“There are currently 145 aged pensioners on the Homesewst waiting list who are struggling to meet soaring rents and the cost of living.  I have spoken to pensioners who are literally going hungry and facing the likelihood of life on the streets.”

Mr Castrilli called on the State Government to immediately multiply its planned housing program and re-tenant the houses which are currently vacant.

“Drastic times call for drastic measures and because the State Government is directly responsible for the housing affordability crisis, it is only fair to address the need it created,” he said.

“The State Government plans to build 1000 more Homewest dwellings in the next four years yet there are more than 15,000 people on the waiting list – 1076 in the South West alone.

“After failing to manage the housing affordability crisis, it is a disgrace that the State Government is now refusing to implement preventative measures against the looming threat of a homeless epidemic.”










