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Train turns 20 yet no replacement in sight

The Australind train’s 20th birthday has prompted a renewed call by Bunbury MLA John Castrilli and the Save the Australind Committee for new rolling stock as the vital service slips further into disrepair.

November 5 marks a proud day in the history of the South West as the new and modern Australind train took off on its first journey.

“In a special edition of the Daily News on November 5, 1987 the new train was described as taking off like a plane, heralding a new era in high-speed travel in the State,” Mr Castrilli said.

“Sadly 20 years on, the service now takes 30 minutes longer to get to Perth and is plagued by mechanical faults.

“The Australind is a lifeline to the people of the South West and it’s a disgrace that this State Government has neglected it to this extent.

“It would be a wonderful celebration if the train’s 20th birthday was marked by the announcement of new rolling stock that would literally bring this train up to speed.

“This anniversary will evoke happy memories of the train’s opening in 1987 but also arouse anger that this city-centric government is continuing to hamper progress and under fund facilities in regional WA.”

The Save the Australind Committee, which was formed last year in response to a State Government proposal to cut the service in half, has again reunited with Mr Castrilli.

This time the members are asking that Planning and Infrastructure Minister Alannah MacTiernan act on the request for an upgrade within the 8633-signature petition tabled by Mr Castrilli in Parliament at the end of the victorious ‘Save the Australind’ battle last year. They also want the State Government to come good on its 2001 election promise to upgrade the service and reduce its journey time.

Mr Castrilli said the recent cosmetic refurbishments to the train were not enough to appease the people of the South West.

“With more than $1.6 billion spent on the Mandurah to Perth rail line – it seems criminal to spend such a measly amount on cosmetics when the train is mechanically in a state of disrepair,” he said.

“In the first half of this year 76,525 people traveled on the Australind yet it has been plagued by 26 breakdowns to date. This service is clearly in demand so I urge the State Government to get serious about supplying an adequate service.

“If the train was brought up to speed there is no doubt passenger numbers would soar.”

Mr Castrilli said many seniors, people with disabilities and those who suffer serious illness rely on the train for critical medical appointments and treatments in Perth. He has spoken to many who have been inconvenienced by the constant breakdowns and increase in its journey time.
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