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Scheme’s faults jeopardise major projects

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli is concerned that the WA Minister for Planning and Infrastructure was blindfolded while signing off on the long-awaited and much-needed Greater Bunbury Region Scheme.

In Parliament last week, Mr Castrilli spoke out about the scheme’s serious conflicts which have put major projects, including the Port Access Road and Outer Harbour, in jeopardy.

He requested that the State Government sign off on the text of the scheme to ensure our long-term planning is not held up further but to go back to the drawing board to bring the scheme’s maps up to date.  In doing that all planning agencies must collaborate to correct the scheme’s many anomalies.

“I’m amazed the Minister signed off on this scheme without realising that it conflicts with critical projects that are vital for our region’s future.

“These conflicts will result in extensive delays of these critical projects and put many in doubt,” Mr Castrilli said.

“The Minister must have been wearing a blindfold when she signed off on this plan.

“Development of this scheme has been drawn out over a decade but has been rushed through in its final stages without getting it right. That is a dangerous decision that insults the intelligence of South West residents.

The serious faults Mr Castrilli pinpointed within the scheme include:

· The location of the Port Access Road within the GBRS is different to that approved by Main Roads WA for construction starting mid next year. 

· The zonings within the GBRS conflict with the Outer Harbour proposal.  Areas of residential and commercial developments within the Outer Harbour proposal are zoned as Regional Open Space in the scheme, which will disallow or delay the approval of these developments. 

· There are no new, major residential development zones, set to result in a further shortage of land and worsen the housing affordability crisis. 

· The population projections, which the scheme is based on, are too low. This warrants fear that the infrastructure planning will be inadequate.

“The State Government is spending $20 million on the Port Access Road so you’d assume our planning agencies would have collaborated to make sure there are no conflicts with the Greater Bunbury Region Scheme.

“Similarly the Outer Harbour plan offers the community a vision for the future yet it is in serious conflict with our other vision under the Greater Bunbury Region Scheme.

“It disturbs me that our State Government planning agencies have not collaborated on these so-called strategic plans and that the Minister has not bothered to examine what she is signing off on.”

Mr Castrilli said in highlighting these faults his intention was not to hold up the scheme but to make sure major and vital projects for our future are not compromised by an ad-hoc, flawed planning scheme.

“It is unwise to keep developing the region without a strategic, long-term plan for our future but it is downright dangerous to implement one that is so defective.”
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