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Reduction in speed limit not the answer

The Road Safety Council’s proposal to reduce speed limits is a superficial option that will do little to curb the State’s devastating road toll, according to Bunbury MLA John Castrilli.

In October, the Opposition called on the State Government to look at alternate strategies and said that a blanket speed reduction was not the way forward. 

As well as joining the Parliamentary Road Safety Committee this year, Mr Castrilli held a Road Safety Forum in the South West in June where it was made clear that the public did not want superficial answers to this tragic trend.

“Our State Government’s superficial answer to road deaths has been to roll out one multanova after another yet clearly this is not working,” Mr Castrilli said.

“A blanket speed limit reduction is yet another shallow proposal which takes attention away from the need for safer roads, better driver training and more police on our roads.

“This State Government has failed to put enough police officers on our roads to enforce the existing speed limits. Our police are not resourced to police a further 10kmh speed limit reduction. 

“Reducing speed limits to 40kmh in built-up areas was trialed in Australind, Leschenault and Clifton Park last year, however, that was met by immense community opposition.

“To successfully implement a major road safety proposal such as this, community support is crucial to ensure compliance.

“Understandably, community support for this proposal appears to be minimal.

“All this blanket reduction would do is force responsible motorists to pay the price for the irresponsible actions of a few.”

Mr Castrilli registered his opposition to more multanovas and any reduction in the speed limit in his public submission which responded to the Road Safety Council’s discussion paper Towards Zero.

Note: The road toll hit 221 this week, which is 33 more than the same time last year. That figure is the highest the toll has reached in eight years.










