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Wheelchair taxi crisis boils over

Lobbying by taxi operators and Castrilli ignored by State Government
Threatened industrial action will put a stop to South West taxi services for wheelchair users next month because the State Government has continuously ignored the concerns of regional taxi drivers.

In May, 2006 Bunbury MLA John Castrilli joined South West taxi operators in lobbying the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure to extend the metropolitan subsidy scheme for multi-purpose taxis into regional WA.

Mr Castrilli wrote to the Minister in April this year requesting an urgent review of the discriminatory subsidy scheme and has raised the issue in Parliament on several occasions.

“I am appalled that the State Government has known about these serious problems for nine months yet continued to ignore the issue until it has reached crisis point,” he said.

“I am sick and tired of watching services in the South West fall by the wayside while the State Government pushes forward with it’s city-centric ideals.

“The fact that taxi operators in Perth are given subsidies to make wheelchair taxis viable yet regional operators aren’t is a disgrace.

“Instead of implementing a fair subsidy scheme, the State Government is now responsible for taking away the independence of people with disabilities in regional WA.

“The Minister needs to heed this final warning before our taxi operators are forced into stopping this vital service.”










