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Figures reveal South West nursing crisis
Nursing staff numbers at Bunbury Regional Hospital are dangerously low and not mirroring the population boom.

Fresh figures released recently in response to questions by Bunbury MLA John Castrilli show that while the overall number of patients treated at the hospital grew by 42 per cent – nurse staffing levels over the same period only grew at a rate between 11 and 18.5 per cent.

“These figures confirm my long-held fears that the provision of health services is not meeting our population boom and that scares me,” Mr Castrilli said.

“Between 1997 and 2006 Emergency Department attendances soared by 136 per cent yet the increase in nursing staff at the hospital has been less than one seventh of that.

“I am not surprised our overworked nurses are exiting the system when you look at it these figures.

“It’s not fair to put our nurses under such pressure when they are dealing with people’s lives.”

The Minister for Health’s answers to Mr Castrilli’s Questions on Notice show that between 1997 and 2006:

· The number of patients treated grew overall by 42 per cent.
· The number of operations performed grew by 26 per cent.

· The number of babies born grew by 58 per cent.

· Emergency Department attendances grew by 136 per cent.

Alternatively;

· The lowest number of nurses employed during 1997 was 195 and the lowest number employed during 2006 was 235 – a small 11 per cent increase.

· The highest number of nurses employed during 1997 was 205 and the highest number employed during 2006 was 245 – a small 18.5 per cent increase.

“Active recruitment and retention programs which reward our nurses for the extraordinary work they do are the keys to solving this severe staffing crisis,” Mr Castrilli said.









