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Taxi Subsidies a win for regional WA
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has welcomed the announcement today of an interim subsidy to support Multi-Purpose Taxis and wheelchair taxis operating in regional areas.
While acknowledging this introduction as a win for regional operators, Mr Castrilli expressed concern that the Minister’s announcement had only come after regional operators had been forced to announce they would cease their services from 15th January.

A D-Day meeting held between regional operators and the Minister had given this essential service a lifeline.
“For years the Country Taxi Operators Association has been bringing to the attention of the Minister their concerns regarding the viability of this service.”  Mr Castrilli said.

In early 2007, metropolitan taxi operators were given subsidies to assist them provide Multi-purpose taxi services, however regional operators had been left out in the cold. 

“I had raised the issue with the Minister during budget time both in 2006 and 2007 and on both occasions the Minister had confirmed she would address the situation, however no action was forthcoming”  Mr Castrilli said.  
“While I congratulate the regional operators on their win, I am disappointed that it has taken such drastic measures to get action from the Minister and some of our most vulnerable people in the community were left fearing they would have their ability to remain independent taken from them”.









