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	John Castrilli MLA
Shadow Minister for the South West


January 30, 2008
Environmental Damage by Government Department

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has slammed the Government for not adhering to its own environmental standards and wreaking havoc throughout Manea Park.  

In August 2007, the Department of Housing & Works engaged a contractor to replace the existing sewer line between the Bunbury Regional Prison and College Grove.  This work was to be carried out in the existing Water Corporation easement through Manea Park which was five metres in width.  Instead machinery plundered beyond the easement destroying vegetation and leaving a 13mtre wide barren gouge throughout the Park.
“I understand both the Environmental Protection Act 1986 and the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 have been breached.”  Mr Castrilli said. 
“Standards have been totally ignored which has resulted in extensive damage well beyond the easement and into sensitive bushlands”  Mr Castrilli said.

Six months later there has still been no action by the Government to restore this environmental vandalism.  The damage also includes large sections of the limestone Walk-way that was built with a community grant some years ago.  

Mr Castrilli recently visited the site to see first hand the lack of restorative action.  
 “I am appalled at not only the amount of damage that was caused, but also by the Government’s total arrogance by not informing the City of Bunbury or taking immediate action to restore the Park”.

Mr Castrilli has written to the Minister for Housing & Works seeking her urgent action and investigation into how:

· Up to 8mtres of native vegetation was cleared beyond the 5mtre easement:

· How a threatened ecological community and sensitive wetlands were allowed to be disturbed:

· Rubbish and building matter (including PVC cement bottles,pallets & pipe cut offs) were left strewn throughout the park:

· A 4 wheel drive formal fence and barricade was removed and not reinstated:

· Two large sections of the existing compacted limestone walk trail comprising of approximately 50 mtrs was destroyed and not reinstated.
“I understand that there are also concerns that dieback may have been spread through the easement as the work was carried out during moist conditions”  Mr Castrilli said.

“The people of Bunbury, and particularly the College Grove residents deserve answers and action now”.









