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February 6 , 2008
Fast Train Study Welcomed
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has welcomed the announcement of a feasibility study into the introduction of a Fast Train service from Bunbury to Mandurah.   
Mr Castrilli has long been a vocal advocate for the need for a feasibility study into the long term integrated transport needs for the South West.

In 1999, as the Mayor of Bunbury, Mr Castrilli launched the Integrated Transport Strategy which was supported by the surrounding Shires and the South West Development Commission.   The Strategy included a Very Fast Train (VFT) between Perth and Bunbury that would cut travel time to just 1 hr 10 mins.  The VFT would have the capacity to link other South West towns to service the growing region.  

“Transport needs in the South West have been ignored for too long and I am delighted that the government has finally seen fit to resource this study” Mr Castrilli said.
Mr Castrilli has however warned the government to ensure this study guarantees that any future service should remain a country service with the inclusion of on-board toilets, passenger assistants and luggage storage.

“I am sure the Minister for Planning & Infrastructure would have learnt from her ill conceived proposal in 2006 to scrap the Australind country service, that the people of the South West will not stand for any lesser service”  Mr Castrilli said.
“A Fast Train service would be a wonderful result for the people of Bunbury and the South West, but it is important to ensure that the current service level remains and that the needs of the communities along the South West Highway are catered for.”  









