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Extra police to stamp out CBD violence
A Liberal State Government will boost police resources to the South West to tackle the growing scourge of violence and anti-social behaviour in the Bunbury central business district.

That is the word of Liberal Leader Troy Buswell as he travels to Bunbury today to hear MLA John Castrilli’s wish list for the region.
Mr Buswell vowed to restore a visible police presence to the CBD, in line with his recent pledge to end the State Government neglect of the booming South West.

“It’s a disgrace that some residents are too frightened to enjoy the great restaurants and nightspots this thriving city it has to offer,” Mr Buswell said.

“To me the solution is simple – we have to end the understaffing of our regional police stations and put more police on the beat.

“This will send a strong message to perpetrators that they’re not welcome in the city centre unless they behave.
“I’m passionate about preserving the serene lifestyle of the South West but this cannot happen if the State Labor Government continues understaffing and under-resourcing regional police stations.”

Mr Castrilli said he would like to see extra police officers employed on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights to walk the beat of the CBD.

“We need an urgent boost in police resources to stem the surge of violence, anti-social and hoon behaviour in the CBD,” he said.
“CCTV cameras are great but we need the police on the ground to diffuse dangerous situations and deter offenders.

“Our South West police are doing their best but there simply aren’t enough officers to cope with this growing surge in violence.
“Putting extra police on the beat is the most effective way to discourage anti-social behavior and make the streets safer for the innocent party-goers wanting to have a good time.”
NOTE: Reported assaults in the South West Police District have almost doubled in the past eight years. In 1999/00 there were 792 reported assaults, a figure which grew to 1407 in 2006/07.


