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Bunbury community chooses respect
About 150 people turned out at an information forum last night, in an enormous show of support for Bunbury MLA John Castrilli’s endeavour to make Bunbury the first Choose Respect city.

The attendees heard Mr Castrilli’s vision, an overview of Choose Respect from its creator Gary Butcher and an inspiring case study of the impact it has had on the Boddington community.

“I was overwhelmed by the support shown and I am now completely confident in progressing this initiative for the good of our community,” Mr Castrilli said.

“It is now time for the community to take ownership of this initiative to ensure it is successful.
“From here an action group will be formed and the word of Choose Respect will be spread even further.


“The ultimate aim of this working group will be to create and foster a culture of care and consideration throughout the city.

Mr Castrilli said the information forum was also a great opportunity to dispel the myth that Choose Respect is focused on youth.

“I stressed to everyone at the forum that this isn’t just about bolstering respect among our young people. Everyone in the community needs to take on board this initiative’s basic code of behaviour – young or old.”

Mr Butcher travelled to Bunbury last night to share his knowledge and desire to see the project spread into the city’s schools, sporting organisations, business sector and community groups. 

Choose Respect has been implemented in four towns and 26 schools around WA, however Bunbury is the first city to attempt to take it on. 

“Spreading the Choose Respect culture through a community the size of Bunbury will be a big challenge but the support already shown makes it clear to me that it’s not an insurmountable one,” Mr Butcher said.
ABOUT CHOOSE RESPECT
The whole aim of Choose Respect is to encourage and motivate the community to develop and then maintain a culture of respect.
One value that is prominent among people today is, "I will treat you, how you treat me".
However, when a person is wronged or not treated with respect, living by this value gives permission to pay back and take revenge.
However the alternative value which Choose Respect encourages is "To treat others with Respect, no matter how they treat you". 
The set of seven values and fundamental principles that provide a blueprint for developing a culture of respect include:

- Treating others with respect, no matter how they treat you. 
- Treating yourself with respect.
- Forgiving others who do not treat you with respect. 
- Apologising when you do not treat others with respect.
- Resisting your natural desire to pay back or take revenge.
- Supporting others who are not treated with respect. 
- Asking for support when others do no treat you with respect.
