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Lobbying success for vital child health service 
The State Government’s extension of a free flu vaccination program into regional WA has been welcomed after months of lobbying by Bunbury MLA John Castrilli.

Mr Castrilli highlighted the inequity of the new free flu vaccination program for children under 5 in State Parliament and through constant reports in the media.

“This is an important program but it was yet another blatant example of the State Government’s neglect of regional WA – even when it comes to vital health services for children,” he said.

“This is a great outcome and shows the importance of holding this State Government accountable for its city-centric policies and programs.”

Mr Castrilli has also been calling on the State Government to extend the infant hearing test program to regional WA however the State Government has so far ignored that request.


“Currently infants born in all of Perth’s public hospitals are given free hearing tests however this necessity does not extend to any regional public hospitals,” he said.

“It is a disgrace when the State Government’s neglect of regional WA impacts on our children’s health and development.

“Undetected hearing loss can have significant effects on speech, social and emotional development. Sadly, thousands of babies who have been born in regional WA are at risk of these developmental delays.”























