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Teachers and students bear brunt of State Government neglect
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has thrown his full support behind South West teachers who are set to take to the streets today, rallying for better pay and conditions in State schools.

Mr Castrilli has backed the call by teachers for a better pay deal with the hope it would improve the low morale within the profession, improve retention rates and encourage more people to become teachers.

“Our teachers have an enormous responsibility in shaping the minds of the next generation yet the State Government has not been responsible for supporting them in that,” Mr Castrilli said.

“I urge the Premier to boost their pay packets, invest significantly in improving conditions and create more career opportunities within the profession.

Currently teachers who enter a classroom at the age of 21 or 22 years essentially hit a brick wall by the time they reach about 30 years – more career opportunities must be created to improve levels of retention and recruitment.

Mr Castrilli also called on the Premier and Education Minister Mark McGowan to hear the impact the industrial action is having on students.

“I call on the Premier or Education Minister to visit students at some of our South West schools who will miss out on events that are the highlight of their school year,” Mr Castrilli said.

“I have spoken to students with a passion for sport who are crushed that they will miss out on sports carnivals and events such as Country Week this year.

“The students supported their teachers’ call for better pay and conditions but couldn’t understand why the State Government is not taking the disenchantment of our teachers seriously.”

Note: A 2003 Report by the Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs forecast that WA could be short 3000 teachers for its State, independent and Catholic schools by 2012. On top of that 38 per cent of State school secondary teachers and 31 per cent of primary school teachers were set to retire within five years.










