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Surge of assaults on South West police must be stopped

A number of miscarriages of justice following assaults on South West police were highlighted in State Parliament this week by Bunbury MLA John Castrilli.

Mr Castrilli informed parliament that there had been 66 assaults on South West police since mid-2006 and supported calls by the Opposition for mandatory sentencing for those who assault police in the line of duty.

“The lack of protection for police is just one of many failings within WA’s so-called justice system,” he said.

“In July last year a man poked a lit cigarette into the eye of a Busselton police officer yet his only punishment after fronting court on the charge was a $400 fine.

“It sends the wrong message to the community when someone is given a $400 fine for maliciously assaulting a police officer, $100 less than if they were caught not wearing a seatbelt.

“It’s no wonder there is a State-wide shortage of police when our justice system fails to protect those employed to protect us.

“We need to bring the common sense back into our so-called justice system and hand respect back to the police.”

Other worrying incidences Mr Castrilli raised in Parliament include:

· On Christmas Eve last year, two police officers in Harvey had the face the very real threat they had been infected with Hepatitis C after an offender spat on them both. That offender did so, knowing he carried the highly-infectious disease.

· On November 28, last year an offender punched and officer in the face and shoulder in Dunsborough. He received a $100 fine and a good behaviour bond.

· In September, last year, a Bunbury police officer was punched in the chest and only received a $300 fine.

· In October, last year, a Margaret River officer was punched in the face, scratched in the eyes and neck. That offender was again let free with a 12 month suspended sentence.
· In another instance in Perth, while police were in the process of restraining an offender, she proceeded to bite a sergeant on his left leg, breaking the skin. She admitted later that she had Hepatitis C. She appeared in the court 11 times before eventually being sentenced in July, last year. She received a $700 fine. This is despite her extensive criminal record comprising 35-plus charges.
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