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State Budget fails to remedy sick health system
The health of the Bunbury community has been sacrificed in this city-centric State Budget, according to Bunbury MLA John Castrilli.
“The State Government should hang it head in shame for its disgraceful ignorance of Bunbury’s basic needs,” he said.

“Out of a $7.6 billion Budget, only $1.2 million has been set aside for Bunbury’s ailing health system.

“Key election promises which haven’t been delivered by this Budget include a cancer treatment centre and an Intensive Care Unit.

“Only $800,000 has been set aside for the cancer treatment centre which is expected to cost $8.5 million and just $300,000 for more planning for an intensive care unit.

“Both projects are needed now and these small sums are smokescreens for their failure to deliver key projects.
“Funding for critical child health services, such as an infant hearing test program for regional WA, are also missing from this Budget.
“This is a very painful and dangerous budget for South West patients.”
Overall Mr Castrilli said the Budget failed to recognise the contribution of the South West.

“We produce 14 per cent of the State’s GDP yet the return in this Budget is just 0.6 per cent,” Mr Castrilli said.

“The Minister for the South West is touting a $515 million package for the region yet when you take out State water and power supply projects, only $46 million remains.

“That Budget blatantly ignores our enormous contribution to the State’s economy and will not come close to meeting the soaring infrastructure needs caused by our growth.
However Mr Castrilli said there were two major successes.

“The first exciting element was the appointment of a third magistrate for Bunbury will help reduce the extensive waiting lists for court trials in Bunbury.
“I have lobbied loudly for a third magistrate for a long time so I am extremely pleased about that success.
“Secondly, we’ve seen the additional money come through for the much-need upgrade of Newton Moore Senior High School.”

Media Contact: Taryn Lloyd 0448 883 758









