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May 20, 2008
Petition and meeting seeks halt to underground power project 

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has called an urgent public meeting and released a petition to halt the City’s of Bunbury’s Withers Underground Power project.

Mr Castrilli has also called on the Mayor to delay the project until more transparent and widespread public consultation proves what affected landowners actually want.

“I have very real and worrying concerns about the misleading manner in which the public consultation was undertaken for this huge project,” Mr Castrilli said.

“When you are asking land-owners to pay about $3000 from their own pocket or enter into a 20-year debt, there should be more transparent consultation and widespread public education.
“A four-page glossy brochure containing a short survey is not adequate enough to progress a $5.6 million dollar project which will place a significant financial burden on landowners.

“I urge people from Withers, Glen Padden and Usher to attend this public meeting to express your views and sign the petition should you oppose the project. A list of those who support the project will also be collected.”  

Mr Castrilli said the landowners of Usher and Glen Padden must be made aware that the project would also affect them because that was not clear in the brochure.
“It appears that many of the 1622 landowners affected are not aware that this project will cost them a one-off payment of $3000 or $270 annually over 20 years,” he said.

“This payment could break some people who are already suffering from the housing affordability crisis and increases in the cost of living. It is unfair to impose this on people without comprehensive consultation.”
Mr Castrilli’s main concerns about the project include:

·  Only 600 of 1622 surveys were returned and 210 of those were from Homeswest, a State Government Department. Mr Castrilli believed the support from Homeswest swayed the result of the consultation.

·  In the four-page glossy brochure sent to land-owners, the cost to the individual was not stated on the front page, nor was the fact that a survey was included. Obviously these appeared to be promotional brochures rather than consultation and therefore only 36 per cent of surveys were returned.

The public meeting will be held at the Soccerdome on Parade Road on Thursday, May 29 between 6pm and 7pm. Those affected by the project are strongly encouraged to attend to express their views.
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