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People send strong message to Council
The City of Bunbury was sent a strong message last night by a crowd of about 300 Withers, Usher and Glen Padden landowners that the public consultation for the Withers Underground Power project was grossly inadequate. 

At the public meeting organised by Bunbury MLA John Castrilli, it was clear that the poor response to the City of Bunbury survey sent out in February was not the result of an apathetic community.

“The Mayor told the crowd that Council would reconsider further public consultation once my survey results were collated and the petition was presented to them,” Mr Castrilli.
“I congratulate the crowd of landowners for standing up for their rights in pushing for a democratic outcome.

“There are so many misconceptions and unanswered questions that people need answers to before they make an informed decision.

“I will support the results of a resurvey as long as the people are given all the facts in an open and transparent manner.

“It was clear last night that underground power is a luxury that so many people can’t afford.

“For example, one crowd member was a sole parent who is still paying off last year’s rates in installments while trying to feed her two daughters. Having such a considerable debt forced on her with so little regard for her situation would be unjust.”

Mr Castrilli made it clear at the meeting that he was not against the principle of the Withers Underground Power project but was gravely concerned by the poor public consultation. 

“I hope the Council now realises the sheer inadequacy of the previous public consultation and gives the people an opportunity to have their say in an informed manner,” he said.    
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