[image: image1.png]



	
	John Castrilli MLA
Member for Bunbury

Shadow Minister for the South West  Employment Protection


June 23, 2008
A helping hand for South West patients 
The Liberal plan to revitalise the State’s dysfunctional Patient Assisted Travel Scheme would relieve much of the financial burden suffered by South West patients who travel to Perth to access much-needed treatment.

Opposition Leader Troy Buswell and Shadow Health Minster Dr Kim Hames will announce the Liberal plan in Bunbury today.

It would boost funding to the scheme by $30 million over four years and inject some much-need common sense. 
“I have lobbied for changes to the unworkable and underfunded PATS scheme for the past three years and I believe this policy is the answer to that,” Mr Castrilli said.

“Administration of the current scheme is fundamentally flawed and I have heard shocking cases in which gravely ill people, seriously in need of a helping hand, have been turned away.

“So many past cases defy logic and this scheme has become yet another poorly-run government program which is making life harder for those it should protect.”

The revitalised PATS scheme under a Liberal State Government would:

1. Simplifying the scheme.
2. Improve and expand patient access.
3. Increase the support provided to patients. 

“This policy is the helping hand they need during an already taxing time,” Mr Castrilli said.

“It’s time for a State Government which will end the neglect of our ailing health system in regional WA.”
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