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ICU void causes 500 evacuations per year
The Labor Government’s failure to deliver an Intensive Care Unit for Bunbury is threatening lives and burdening the State’s embattled Royal Flying Doctor Service.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has discovered that patient evacuations by the Royal Flying Doctor Service from Bunbury had grown by 250 per cent over the past decade to an average 500 per year.
In State Parliament recently, he called on Health Minister Jim McGinty to guarantee the promised Intensive Care Unit would be delivered within 12 months. Questionably, however, only $300,000 was set aside in this year’s State Budget which would not go very far in establishing a functional unit. 
“The scary reality is that 500 people per year are being evacuated each day because the State Government has failed to deliver a desperately-needed Intensive Care Unit in Bunbury,” Mr Castrilli said.
“The lives of these patients hang in the balance because in most cases, they do not have time on their side.
“Bunbury has become the State’s biggest source of demand for RFDS inter-hospital transfers, surpassing all other regional areas.

“This is a deadly flaw in our health system and an immense burden for our embattled Royal Flying Doctor Service.”

In the 2008-09 State Budget $300,000 was finally allocated for the ICU but that comes after years of rolling the funds over. However Mr Castrilli believed that sum would not fund an adequate facility which met the growing needs of the region’s booming population.
“There has been delay after delay in reestablishing the ICU with no explanation from the Minister,” Mr Castrilli said.
“We are the biggest regional centre in the State and the demand for this lifesaving health service is undeniable.

“Between 1997 and 2006 Emergency Department attendances have soared by 136 per cent.

“The demand on our hospital is soaring as the population ages and booms yet investment in our hospital isn’t mirroring that growth.”
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