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Upgrade welcome but safety risk remains
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli is looking forward to the long-awaited upgrade of Bunbury Regional Prison but warned that dangers will ensue if staffing levels are not dramatically boosted. 

“I look forward to seeing the long-awaited upgrade finally unveiled but this must be matched by a dramatic boost in staffing levels,” he said.

“As I have highlighted on countless occasions, prisoner escapes and understaffing have plagued this prison in recent years.

“This upgrade will address some of the prison’s fundamental flaws but until the understaffing stops, the safety risk for staff and the community remains.”

In March Mr Castrilli revealed that 30 per cent of sex offenders being released from Bunbury Regional Prison were not completing rehabilitation programs.

This revelation followed a forced admission by the Minister for Corrective Services Margaret Quirk late last year that the prison population had exceeded the design capacity and was understaffed.

Further to that maximum security prisoners were being housed in the prison which is designed and resourced for minimum and medium security prisoners. 

Mr Castrilli said that the importance of our prisons in delivering a safe and fairer justice system was crucial.

“In the Minister’s media statement she states that the WA prison population has decreased – all that represents is the soft sentencing of the Labor Government.
“A decrease in the prisoner population shouldn’t be praised when murderers and rapists are walking out of our jails after serving two or three years.”

Mr Castrilli said last week’s release of the Liberal Party’s Truth in Sentencing policy would put an end to soft sentences and put serious offenders behind bars for longer.

Note: A media statement issued by the Minister for Corrective Services on March 7, 2007 stated that the $17.7 million upgrade was expected to be complete by January, 2008.
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