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Wait for Family Court trials blows out
The wait for Family Court trials in Bunbury has almost doubled, prompting Bunbury MLA John Castrilli to demand the Attorney General to stop ignoring the ongoing need for a separate Family Court Registrar.

Responses to parliamentary questions, asked by Mr Castrilli, has revealed that the average wait for a trial in Bunbury’s Family Court has blown out to 42 weeks, 20 weeks longer than the wait in October, 2007. 

“After years of lobbying I am pleased that we have finally secured a third Magistrate but we must ensure that the worsening Family Court issue is still on the radar,” he said.

“This State Government has a history of offering regional WA small concessions as a smokescreen to the greater problem.

“The fact is that families in turmoil are waiting about 10 months to have their cases heard and that is taking its toll.

“Custody battles and financial matters hang in the balance and sadly, it is often the children who are caught in the middle.

“Our court system is failing people when they most need it.”
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