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South West cancer patients failed

The State Labor Government cannot be trusted to deliver a cancer radiation unit in Bunbury after failing on the promise made before the last State election.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli was speaking in response to today’s re-announcement of the project for the fourth time since 2005.

“There have been constant delays in establishing this facility and many reassurances that it was progressing but after four years, I’ve run out of confidence and patience,” he said.

“Because of these delays, hundreds more cancer patients have endured the added burden of travel and separation from their support networks.

“That’s a disgrace - clearly we can’t trust Mr McGinty to deliver this lifesaving facility for regional cancer patients.
“Rest assured that I will keep fighting for this to ensure it is finally delivered as a matter of urgency.”
Timetable of delays on Bunbury’s Cancer Radiation Unit

· 2005, last State election: State Government promised to build Cancer Radiation Unit at South West Health Campus (Cost: $6.5 million).

· October 6, 2006: Bunbury MLA John Castrilli requests update on progress of the unit. Health Minister Jim McGinty blames the lack of progress on the Federal Government for its lack of commitment to co-fund it.

· Late October, 2006: Federal Government reveals that they have not been approached by the State Government for funding – contradicting the claim of Mr McGinty. 

· February 2007: State Government announces appointment of project Manager to prepare a business case for the facility (another excuse to delay it yet again).
· October 2007: Federal Government pledges $6 million for the unit to match the State funding. South West Minister Mark McGowan says work will start immediately as a result. However no business plan was revealed, nor has it been since.
· May 2008: 2008-09 State Budget details that only $800,000 has been committed during this financial years and the remainder of funds is spread over the next two budgets. The State Government half of the project has since risen to $8.5million.

· August 8, 2008: Yet another re-announcement of the project – a joint announcement between the State and Federal Government. Mr Castrilli said the State Government has proven that it cannot be trusted to deliver this vital unit and assures that he will keep fighting to ensure it is delivered as a matter of urgency.
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