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Facility to free young from aged homes
A Liberal State Government will prevent young South West residents with severe disabilities from having to live in an aged nursing home or in Perth, away from loved ones.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli today announced that a Liberal State Government would work with the Multiple Sclerosis Society to establish a high-care accommodation and respite facility in Bunbury.
It would be designed and equipped to suit younger residents and be suitable for people aged between 18 and 55 with an acquired brain injury or degenerative disease.
“This commitment is a dream come true and I’m overjoyed that we’ve reached this point after so many years of lobbying,” Mr Castrilli said.
Mr Castrilli launched the push for this facility after he became aware of sad plight of young people inappropriately housed in aged care facilities or living in Perth away from their support structures.
“My close friend Helen De Marte first made me aware of the need for this facility after her daughter Kylie Berryman suffered an acquired brain injury from a car crash and there was no other option than to place her in an aged nursing home.”
Tragically, Kylie is one of several young people who have died waiting for this facility.  

“The stories from families are heart-rending and it’s a blight on the State Labor Government that they’ve ignored the pleas for this facility,” Mr Castrilli said.
“Today’s announcement is a victory for the carers and families who have stood up and bravely spoke out on the serious need for this facility.”

Shadow Disability Services Minister Donna Faragher said this local facility was in addition to a wide-ranging $107 million Liberal Party plan to provide support for accommodation, alternatives to employment, respite and professional support.

 “The Liberals are responding to the serious concerns raised by families and carers of people with disabilities,” Mrs Faragher said.
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