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Labor’s neglect sinks school dental system
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has slammed the State Labor Government for neglecting the State’s school dental health service, following news that it’s on the verge of collapse in the South West.

He makes this comment after being alerted today that the South Bunbury school dental clinic will shut down next week.

“This is a crisis pure and simple and the end result of blatant ignorance by the Labor Government,” Mr Castrilli said.

“There has been countless warnings and the problems have escalated with no action by the Minister for Health.

“Bridgetown Dental Clinic has closed and that pressure has blown out the waiting list in the two Bunbury clinics.

 “There is an eight month waiting list at the South Bunbury clinic and there are now 2600 children with nowhere to go.”

Shadow Health Minister Kim Hames said the needs of our public dental health workers had been ignored and that he would make this issue the top priority if the Liberals win government.

“This is the top priority for me and it has to be if we are going to prevent a total collapse of our school dental health system,” he said.

“Low wages and conditions are the key issues and recruitment goes hand in hand.

“This isn’t a problem where a huge sum of money can be thrown at it to make it go away.

“It’s about pinpointing all the needs of these workers and addressing them.

“This crisis could have been avoided if the Labor Government had listened to the alarm bells that the workers have been ringing for several years.”
Dr Hames said preventative dental care was critical and that it would cost our economy much more in the long term if the system forced neglect of our children’s teeth now.
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