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September 22, 2008
Appeals go out to restore GP services
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has called on the Federal Government to finally declare Bunbury a ‘District of Workforce Shortage’ following the news of heightened staff unrest at the Forrest Family Practice.

He said the Federal Government should take action to address the chronic GP shortage in Bunbury, in light of last week’s instant dismissal of a long-serving and highly-respected GP and the resignation of another.

“The alarm bells are ringing and if Federal Government is hearing them, they must be deaf,” he said. 

“They’ve rejected past applications to declare Bunbury a District of Workforce Shortage and since then doctor numbers have continued to slide downwards.

“After much jumping up and down the State Government did declare Bunbury an Area of Unmet Need but that only allows the recruitment of a minimal number of GPs.

“Without the Federal declaration, Bunbury cannot benefit from a mass recruitment that is so desperately needed.

“We are in dire need of new GPs to fill the voids of those who are retiring and the unexpected departures from Forrest family Practice highlight just how precarious our situation is.”

Mr Castrilli has written to Primary Health Care raising his concern that staff unrest and the recent departures will exacerbate the GP shortage. He has also written to the Federal Government Minister for Health Nicola Roxon.
“The loss of these highly-respected doctors from this practice is a huge blow for our community and I’m appealing to Primary Health Care to take any steps necessary to try and rectify the situation,” he said.  
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