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Study launch highlights community’s strength
Today’s launch of the Val Lishman Health Research Foundation Suicide Prevention Study highlights the immense strength and compassion of the South West community, according to Bunbury MLA John Castrilli.

Mr Castrilli applauded the Val Lishman Foundation for pursuing this critical issue, which has been aided considerably by community fundraising efforts.
“The team behind the Val Lishman Foundation deserves our gratitude for their past work and their continued dedication to health research in our region,” he said.

“For over a decade, the Foundation has proven its excellence in health research for regional WA and should be applauded for taking on the vast and perplexing issue of suicide prevention.

“There’s no doubt that suicides have and continue to leave a huge and lasting mark on our community here in the South West.
“I believe governments have a role to play in suicide prevention but it’s also important that, as with all areas of mental health, this becomes a shared community responsibility.   

“Our community is clearly taking that responsibility seriously and the Val Lishman Foundation is leading that admirably.”

During the launch, Mr Castrilli said he was also honoured introduce the new Minister for Mental Health Dr Graham Jacobs.

“I’m very proud to be here today as a member of a government which has recognised the importance and enormity of mental health issues facing our State,” he said.  
“For too long mental health issues have existed on the margins of the health debate but our new Minister is clearly committed to changing that.”
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