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A life-saving investment for the South West
Young drivers in the South West will be the beneficiaries of a $200,000 grant from the State Government’s Regional Infrastructure Funding Program.

The grant, announced by Regional Development Minister Brendon Grylls today, will go towards the construction of a new, high-tech training facility for the innovative South West Youth Driver Development Program. 

The application was made to the State Government with the backing of Mr Castrilli.

“The South West Youth Driver Development Program has been an invaluable service in our community for more than a decade and this grant will help train thousands more students into the future,” Mr Castrilli said.

“Tragically, our road toll has soared in recent years and clearly, more needs to be done to build safer roads, ensure adequate policing levels and boost driver training opportunities.” 

Mr Castrilli held a Road Safety Forum in Bunbury in June, last year which examined the key factors contributing to the road toll and sought community views to seek some solutions.

“At that forum, it was clear that more driver training was needed to ensure our young drivers had the knowledge and practical experience needed to make safer decisions and handle the unexpected. 

“This program provides the perfect answer to this – it’s all about local people, taking the lead to seek solutions and protect our children on the roads.”
The $200,000 will assist in the construction of a specialised driver training facility to be built near the Bunbury City Speedway. The facility would include bitumen and gravel roads, an open bitumen pad for braking and skid control, vehicle wash down and storage buildings.
Background:

The South West Youth Driver Development Program is community-based and started as a pilot scheme at Australind Senior High School in 1998.

It now includes most local high schools and has graduated more than 2000 students. The program comprises 22 hours of accredited driver training for Year 11 students.

The aims are to provide safe driving skills and shape attitudes of youths prior to them obtaining a licence. It works in collaboration with the Education Department to allow its delivery during school hours.
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