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Men stand up and speak out against domestic violence
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has congratulated the South West Women’s Refuge for bringing domestic violence to the forefront of our minds during today’s White Ribbon Day remembrance ceremony.
Mr Castrilli has also welcomed the Attorney General Christian Porter to Bunbury where he was the guest speaker and advocate against domestic violence at the ceremony. It paid tribute to the 18 people who have died as a result of domestic violence in Western Australia this year. 

“It was great to see so many men standing up and speaking out against domestic violence,” Mr Castrilli said.

“Through this public acknowledgment today, our community is taking ownership of this devastating societal issue which is a critical and significant step towards cultural change.

“I make these comments as a local Member of Parliament, son, husband, father but most importantly, as a male member of our community.
“White Ribbon Day provides a unique opportunity for men to take charge in addressing this devastating issue and today, that charge is being lead by our Attorney General Christian Porter.”
Mr Castrilli said the South West Women’s Refuge deserved our applause for its work today and throughout the year.

“The Refuge staff and volunteers work on the coalface – they see the pain in the victims’ eyes and in the eyes of their children yet that doesn’t stop them,” he said.

“They are literally saving lives, giving people hope and changing the culture of our society for the better.”
WHITE RIBBON DAY BACKGROUND:

In 1991, the White Ribbon Campaign was created by a handful of Canadian men on the second 
anniversary of the murder of 14 women in Montreal. It was a campaign which urged men to speak out against violence against women. 

In 1999, the United Nations General Assembly declares November 25 the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women. The White Ribbon has become the symbol for the day, and in 2000 the Australian Commonwealth Government Office for Women ran awareness activities on November 25. 

Today the prominence and participation in White Ribbon Day commemorations continue to grow stronger.
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