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Investment enables big step towards a safer CBD
The delivery of $390,000 in funding towards Bunbury’s Closed Circuit Television network demonstrates the State Government’s commitment to making the city’s CBD safer for everyone to enjoy.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli welcomed the announcement last week that Bunbury would benefit from the State’s $6 million Community Crime Prevention Program with funding to employ a civilian to monitor the cameras during peak times and expand the network.

“Improving safety in our CBD is critical to ensuring that people of all ages have the right and peace of mind to enjoy all we have to offer,” Mr Castrilli said.

“We need to do more to stamp out the anti-social behavior which is turning people away, particularly on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights.

“This funding will allow someone to monitor the cameras which will help police respond faster and more efficiently as soon as they see trouble brewing.”  

After making several calls to toughen penalties for hoon drivers and vandals in recent years, Mr Castrilli was also pleased by:

· The reformation of the State Graffiti Taskforce which was dismantled by the previous government. This taskforce is complemented by the doubling of penalties for graffiti vandals from one years’ imprisonment to two years’ imprisonment. The maximum fine has also doubled from $12,000 to $24,000.

· The introduction of tougher penalties for hoon drivers with a mandatory three-month impoundment of vehicles on the second offence, up from 28 days. Furthermore on the third offence vehicles will be confiscated permanently, also up from 28 days. 
“I am pleased to see this much tougher and more strategic approach taken towards this criminal behaviour which has been escalating in our own community in recent years,” Mr Castrilli said.  
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