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PATS lifeline restored for local patients
The overhaul of the State’s dysfunctional Patient Assisted Travel Scheme will relieve much of the financial burden suffered by South West patients who travel to Perth to access much-needed treatment.

The additional $30.8 million, announced today by Health Minister Dr Kim Hames, represents a 50 per cent increase in the annual spend on the scheme. It will be used to slash the red tape previously engulfing the scheme, boost much-needed financial support for patients and improve access to it.

“This funding will inject some much-need common sense back into the scheme to ensure it’s efficiently designed and funded to help local patients when they need it most,” Mr Castrilli said. 

“In recent years, I’ve had many alarmed patients contact me with their serious concerns about what was an underfunded and unworkable scheme.

“I’ve heard countless cases where gravely ill patients were turned away under the scheme when seeking much-needed financial aid to travel to Perth for treatment.

“This announcement today is thanks to those local patients and others around regional WA who stood up and spoke out about this inequitable flaw in our health system.”
From January 1, 2009 eligible patients will receive:
· An increase in the fuel subsidy of up to three cents to 16 cents per km (Reviewed on a six-monthly basis to reflect changes in fuel prices).
· An increase from $35 per night to $60 per night for patients travelling alone and $75 per night for patients travelling with an approved escort and $20 per night for private accommodation. 

The following program enhancements will be applied from February 1, 2009:

· The removal of the patient contribution requirement.
· Expanded eligibility for approval for an escort to allow for greater flexibility for aged and disabled patients and cancer patients.
· Cancer patients will be eligible for an accommodation subsidy for a recovery night following treatment.
· The carer/escort accommodation allowance will be continued for the period a cancer patient is hospitalised away from home.
· Health professionals, other than general practitioners solely, will be able to authorise applications and paperwork simplifying the application and reimbursement process.
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