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Mayor attempts to cover Council bungles  
The misleading and political comments of Mayor David Smith over the Withers, Glen Padden and Usher Underground Power Project are an attempt to cover the City of Bunbury’s constant bungling of the project.

“From day one, the City of Bunbury’s handling of this project has been undemocratic and plagued by problems,” Mr Castrilli said.
“Initially the landowners were asked to comment on a project for which they had only minimal information and the consequent call by the people for a democratic resurvey was resisted by the Mayor.”

Mr Castrilli said he was amazed to see that the City of Bunbury had continued to ignore the wishes of the people in the second survey. Furthermore he is trying to turn the blame on to the State Government department Homeswest.

“It is absolutely false to claim that Homeswest retracted its support this week, after the resurvey results were known,” Mr Castrilli said.

“I’ve had it confirmed that Homeswest submitted its response to the resurvey to the City of Bunbury offices on the  December 19 cut-off date.

“However the project was thrown into disarray when the City of Bunbury made an assumption that Homeswest voted yes to the project and sent that incorrect information to the company employed to tally the results.
“The chaos surrounding this project is the direct result of the City of Bunbury’s bungling of this project.” 

Mr Castrilli said the most important thing is that a democratic outcome is achieved, however, this has still not happened following the resurvey.

“Regardless of the votes by Homeswest, 51.5% of landowners from these three suburbs voted no to project and 55.3% stated that they could not afford the required contribution,” he said.

“I personally believe the fairest thing would be to discard the Homeswest vote and listen only to what the people want.

“Ultimately it should be up to the landowners of the Withers, Usher and Glen Padden suburbs to vote on whether they want and can afford it, and not a government department.

“The most important thing is that a democratic outcome is achieved and currently I am concerned that this process is not running a natural course.

“As I’ve said constantly, I’d be happy to see the project go ahead but only if the majority of people who have to make a financial contribution to it register their support and can afford it.”
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