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Region to benefit from red tape reduction
Important developments and progress in the South West will be aided significantly in the future thanks to a recent announcement by Treasurer Troy Buswell of measures to slash excessive red tape and unnecessary government regulation.
“The entanglement of red tape around our State’s planning and approvals processes has been one of the most frustrating things to constantly come up against when representing local people and businesses,” Bunbury MLA John Castrilli said.

“I cannot count how many important local projects and developments have been either hamstrung or missed out on altogether because of our excessive red tape and State Government regulations.”
Mr Castrilli said that in March, last year, a survey of 3000 mining bosses from around the world ranked WA WA as the red tape capital of Australia.
“I am so relieved that this serious problem has been acknowledged by the Treasurer and real steps are being taken to address it from the ground up,” he said.


“The economic future of the South West certainly looks much brighter today, following the announcement of these measures by the State Government.” 

 
The new measures include:
· The establishment of the Red Tape Reduction Group to consult widely with the community for opportunities to cut down on existing regulation.
· A system for Ministers to refer specific regulation for targeted review by the Department of Treasury and Finance.
· The introduction of a best practice system of screening new and amending regulation overseen by a regulatory gate-keeping unit within DTF.
 
The Red Tape Reduction Group, led by Ken Baston MLC and Liza Harvey MLA, would focus on WA’s existing stock of regulation.
 
The group will travel throughout WA this year, consulting with business, local government and community groups before lodging a report with the Treasurer and the Economic and Expenditure Reform Committee in about nine months.
 
Mr Castrilli urges local people with an interest in this issue to contact the Red Tape Reduction Group at redtape@dtf.wa.gov.au.
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