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May 15, 2009
Health funding a boost for Bunbury 
FUNDING announcements in the State Budget for a range of health services in Bunbury have been wholeheartedly welcomed by John Castrilli.
Funding has been delivered towards establishing an Intensive Care Unit, a new radiotherapy facility, breast cancer screening clinic, and a high-care accommodation facility for young people.
In 2009/10, $6.8 million will be provided for Bunbury’s new $15m radiotherapy centre, which is being jointly funded with the Federal Government and is expected to be operational in 2010.
A breast cancer screening clinic is also set to be established, with $1.96m allocated in this year’s budget towards the $4m project.
Fulfilling an election promise, $500,000 has been allocated for 2009/10 towards establishing an Intensive Care Unit, with the required business plan for the facility substantially completed.
“The business plan has identified that it is not possible or feasible to properly implement the ICU in the South West Health Campus’ current form, and the emergency department must be upgraded as part of the process to establish the ICU,” Mr Castrilli said.
“It’s important to note that Bunbury will actually receive a health facility over and above what was promised prior to the election, because the ED will be expanded as well.”
“Funding will be allocated to the ICU project when the business case is completed and the upgrade is scheduled to be completed by 2012/13.”
Health funding also includes $1.5m for a high-care facility for young people with brain injuries or degenerative conditions, in collaboration with the MS Society.
Mr Castrilli said the health spending for Bunbury was a much-needed boost to relieve pressure on services with the growing population in the area.

In 2009‑10, as a result of the State Government election commitments across the State, an extra $20million will be spent on elective surgery and $17.9million will help country patients access specialist health services via the Royal Flying Doctor Service and Patient Assisted Travel Scheme.










