[image: image1.png]



	
	Hon. John Castrilli MLA
Member for Bunbury


May 15, 2009

High-care accommodation facility for the 
young now a reality
BUNBURY MLA John Castrilli is elated at the announcement of $1.5m funding for a high-care facility for young people with brain injuries or degenerative conditions.

 “I’m absolutely delighted that funding has been provided in this Government’s first State Budget, bringing this much-needed facility a step closer to reality,” Mr Castrilli said. 

“Since the desperate need for this type of accommodation in Bunbury was first brought to my attention more than seven years ago, I have been pushing to help get the project off the ground.”

“The plight of a 21-year-old Bunbury woman who suffered a brain injury in a car accident and had to live in an aged care home, highlighted the need for high-level care for young people.”

“Sadly she is no longer with us, but such a facility will enable other young people to receive specialised care in an appropriate setting.”

 “The fulfilment of this election promise is a victory for all the carers and families who stood up and bravely spoke out about the need for this facility.”

Young people with acquired brain injuries or degenerative conditions such as multiple sclerosis will be in line to benefit from the project.  It is a joint venture with the MS Society who will build, equip and operate the facility.  

“The facility will provide accommodation options to people who would otherwise be housed in aged-care facilities inappropriate for their needs, or have to live in Perth away from their families, friends and support networks,” Mr Castrilli said.

“This is just one example of the Government working hand-in-hand with the non-government sector to achieve an outcome to help people with disabilities and their families.”









