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General Practice grants to boost health services
STATE Government funding to encourage GPs to extend their opening hours will be a boost for local health services, says Bunbury MLA John Castrilli.

Mr Castrilli welcomed the announcement by Health Minister Dr Kim Hames that the   Government will spend $8.4 million over the next three years to encourage general practitioners across WA to extend their opening hours to include weeknights and weekends.
Under the Grants to After Hours General Practice Program, practices would be offered up to $100,000 per year for providing weekday services from 8pm to midnight and up to $200,000 per year to provide services from midnight until dawn.
“I am delighted with this announcement because the benefits will be twofold - the program is a vital step in increasing access to GPs and importantly, it will help ease pressure on emergency departments,” Mr Castrilli said.

“I urge Bunbury practices to consider participating in this program which will help make it viable for GPs to offer an extended service to the community.”
Dr Hames said primary care patients who do not necessarily require in-hospital treatment consistently make up 44 per cent of all emergency department presentations and the rate is growing at about six per cent each year.

“Extended GP hours will help relieve pressure on the public health system by reducing the demand on EDs and hospital in-patient services,” he said.
Dr Hames said the Government had consulted with the WA General Practice Network who supported the proposal for the program.
“General Practices will be asked to apply for the subsidies which will be awarded on merit,” he said.
Up to 20 grants will be available to general practices.  Applications close on Wednesday, June 17. GPs can contact Health Networks on 9489 2800 for more information.
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