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	Hon. John Castrilli MLA
Member for Bunbury


1st September, 2009
Regional arts fund welcomed
BUNBURY MLA John Castrilli has welcomed the announcement of a new grants program for regional arts projects.

Mr Castrilli said the Looking Forward Fund, announced by Culture and the Arts Minister John Day, would be one of the State’s biggest regional arts grant programs.
It will provide $600,000 a year over four years for regional communities across WA to improve participation and development in cultural and arts activities. 

 

“I am pleased that the importance of the arts in regional areas has been recognised through the Government’s commitment to these grants,” Mr Castrilli said.

“The grants aim to encourage diverse arts and cultural projects, which in turn would have a positive impact on the depth and vibrancy of local communities,” he said.

“The arts are an important part of the social fabric of Bunbury and I would encourage local arts organisations to find out whether they are eligible for these and other grants.” 

  

Minister Day said the funding would use pre-existing allocations to support community-based partnerships for the delivery of arts and cultural projects and initiatives developed by and for regional, rural and remote communities.  

 
Submissions will be accepted in two stages and all applications to the ‘Looking Forward Fund’ will be assessed by a panel of regional and industry experts, with input from Regional Development Commissions.  The closing date for the first stage is 2 October 2009.
 

For more information on the ‘Looking Forward Fund’ visit www.dca.wa.gov.au/lookingforwardfund
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