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New Department to Support Training Growth
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has welcomed the announcement of the creation of a new specialized Department of Training and Workforce Development. 
“The new Department will ensure a more focused delivery of both education and training services to the community”, Mr Castrilli said 

The Barnett State Government has worked to ensure that large projects such as Ord Stage Two, Oakajee Port, Gorgon, and the Perdaman Urea Plant have progressed.   The new Department will assist prepare the West Australian workforce for the increased skills required for these projects.

Mr Castrilli said both businesses and the workforce are constantly facing new training needs. 

“Opportunities during periods of economic prosperity need to be planned for well in advance and this will place us on a strong footing for the future prosperity of our State.” 

This year alone about 7,400 people applied to study Semester 2 full-time courses at TAFE colleges across WA compared to 4,287 at the same time last year.

The South West College of TAFE has registered a 34% boost in student numbers increasing from 3402 students in semester 2, 2008 to 5177 students in semester 2, 2009.

Mr Castrilli said the strength of our industries are directly related to the education and training of the workforce.

“I am delighted this initiative addresses regional needs with expanded access to training in rural and regional areas.   I look forward to this new training structure providing increased skill and competitiveness for the workforce and providing new opportunities for our community”.  Mr Castrilli said.
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